TODAY IS WORLD POVERTY DAY. ERADICATING DESTITUTION GLOBALLY BEGINS WITH A FOCUS ON MATERNAL HEALTH
AND PUTTING WOMEN’S PHYSICAL ISSUES FIRST IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD. ROBIN REBEIRO REPORTS THAT MATERNAL
DEATH IS THE HEALTH STATISTIC WITH THE GREATEST DISPARITY BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

ackling the problem of rnaternal death is an essential
. step towards the eradication of poverty
_During the United Nations M111enn1um Surnrnlt in
2000, 189 world leaders signed the UN Millennium
Declaration, a promise to commit to the goals of the
epic End Poverty 2015 campaign. Its directives aim to significantly

~ reduce extreme poverty in the developlng World by setting out a series

-~ of time- bound targets, the Millennium Development Goals, of which
there are elght .

‘ - Many of them overlap in s1gn1ficance maklng it impossible to

- achieve one without the other, espeCIally that of Promoting Gender
Equality and Empowerlng\Wornen without Improving Maternal
Health.

. TheUN Populatlon Fund estimates that of the 500, 000 women
- who die during pregnancy, or childbirth, 90 per cent are in Affica and
- Asia. The thing is, the majority die from preventable causes, such as

severe bleeding, infections, eclampsia and obstructed labour. Several

factors contribute to the inappropriately high maternal mortality rates
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in the developing world, all of which require the utmost attention both
at public and political levels. Almost all these factors represent a lack
of concern with women in the developing world and contribute to the
continuity of extreme poverty. . Neoin

‘Among them is a lack of access to educatlon and sexual health
promotion. In most of the developing world, women'’s health
promotion is not a priority, and other necessities, such as the need
to earn an income and care for the family, are highlighted instead.
Family and cultural commitments mean most women in the
developing world have had hardly any access to education. Along
with basic life skills, such as reading and writing, many young women
have not had the opportunity to learn about sexual and reproductive
health, how to prevent unwanted [and potentially fatal] sexually
transmitted diseases and pregnancies. ;

Cultural practices are another issue. It is a known fact that child
marriage is still practised in several countries. Many young women
are forced by their families into marriage at a very young age — and
many have not yet even developed fully in a reproductive sense. Girls
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